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The Petition and Caſe of the London Pilots. 
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Hodbrable the Maſter , Wardens , Afſtand} 
and Elder Bretheren off tha Trinity Houſe, 


The Humble Petition of Robert Lab, Robey Young, Thomas Langly, This Petition 
dam 


Thomas Lintal, William Read, , Samuel Huſt, Anthony !\,* =—_ 


Thomſon, Roger Bunting, Paul Phillips, a»d Phillip Stafford, - and others March, 1689. 
the Pilots of London Members of this Corporation. - ' 


_— 


Heweth, That by the Ninth by Law of this Corporation, It is Or- 
dered that no Member thereof do/prefer any Bull, or Petition to the 
High Court of Parliament, or any other Juriſdiction for any Sea 
Cauſe, without acquainting the Maſter, Wardens, and' Aſſiſtants 
therewith, And your. Petitioners finding themſelves Agrieved in the 
Matters following, do Humbly Pray your Honors relief therein, | 

Firſt, That the Duty of Poundage is an Innovation on your'Petitioners, 
the ſame not being impoſed on them but about theſe Two Years laſt paſt, 
although they now receive, nor can get any more than formerly. And al- 
though the Corporation always did, and ſtill do receive the ſame Money 
of the Maſter of every Veſſel, by the Name of Loadſmanage. Pilprage, 
and Loadſmanage by the ſaid Charter being one and the fame Duty. : 

Secondly, The harter provides, That the Channels, Sands, Flats and 

Rocks in, or near the Sea Coaſts, ſhall for the more Safety and Strength of 

the Kingdom, be kept ſecret within our Selves, and altogether un- 2 

known to Straingers. | And that therefore no Alien, or Strainger Born, ſhall 

Sail, or Serve in any Ship, coming in or going out of the River of Thames, 

unleſs for urgent Cauſes to be certified under the Seal of the Corporation 

That contrary to the” ſaid Charter, Straingers and Aliens, and Unlicenſed 

Pilots are ſuffered to Pilot Ships, whereby the Strength and Safety of the 

Kingdom ( which the Charter taketh ſo much care to have kept ſecret ) is 

diſcovered, and your Petitioners grately Injured in the loſs cf the! Money 

they ought to receive for ſuch Pilotage, which the Aliens under ſome other 

name do Pay to this Corporation. 

Thirdly, That of late a Bond not mentioned in the Charter, nor required 

by the By-Laws, have been Impoſed upon your Petitioners, with condition 

for their Civil Demeanor, Comportment, and Obedience to your Orders ; 

and notwithſtanding their Civil Demeanor, Comportment, and Obedience, 

divers of your Petitioners have been Areſted lately, and troubled by ſuch 

Bonds, to their almoſt utter Ruin; and were not dif until they had 

ied the Innovated Duty of Puondage; to raiſe which, ſome of them were 

rced to fell their Goods. And your Petitioners do conceive, if they ſhall 

be compelled to Seal ſuch Bonds, they are not to be Areſted for any Matter 

out of the Condition. 

Your Petitioners therefore moſt Humbly Pray your Honors, and 

Worſhips, to take the Premifes into your ſerious Conſidera- 
tion, and relieve your Petitioners therein /Or, ot 
your Petitioners do Humbly beſeech your Honors, to give 
them leave to make their Application to the High Court of 
Parliament, 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c. 
A THE 
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Pilots of London: 


Preſented to the Maſter, Wardens, Aſſiſtants, 
and*Elder Bretheren of the Trinity Houſe, 
London. © | 


Hat Robert Laſh, Robert Young, Thomas Langly, Thomas Lintal, 


This Cafe was 
— ex da William Read, Adam Knowler, Samuel Flurſt, Anthony Thomſon, 
_ Roger Runting, Paul Phillips, and Philip Stafford, on behalf of 


; Themſelves, and the other Pilots of Londor, by their ſeveral 
Humble. Petitions have repreſented to your Honors, and Wor- 
ſhips the Preſſures and Grievances they labour under, not doubting, but 
ſuch ther modeſt Application, would meet with a ſuitable return from your 
Juſtice, without your Petitioners further Complaint to a Superior Authority. 
And your Petitioners being reſolved to manifeſt ro, the World, the great dif- 
ference and reſpe&t they always had, and ſtill have to this Corporation, 
( whereof they are alſo Members ) do once more make their Humble 
Application for relief; and do remind your Honors and Worſhips of their 
Firſt Petition, and of the: Anſwers you were pleaſed to give them, as they 
occur to their Memory, being refuſed to be given in Writing, | 


To the Firſt, That your Honors produced a Book in the Reign of King 
Henry the Eighth, which is preſumed to be the Copy. of the Original Char- 
ter of this Corporation; and alſo an Ancient Written Book, in which ſome 
mention is made, That certain Pilots did then Pay Poundage. Which your | 
Petitioners conceive cannot in any, wiſe afſe&t them, the ſame not. being for 
Piloting,out of the River, ( which is your Petitioners Caſe ) ſince which time 
many- and Alterations in the Corporotion have. been. made, and 
new Charters Granted. , And by goa le Cuſtom ( on which your 
Petitioners do rely, and preſcribe to.) neither they, nor their Predeceſſars 
did ever -Pay the.faid Duty, until about Two Years it wasſince unjuſtly Ims 
poſed upon.them, , the ſame being always Paid by the Maſters of the Ships : 
Your Peticioners cannot therefore give up the juſt Right of the Pilots of this 
Corporation, nor lay. 2 heavy. burden upon Themſelves and Succeſſors, in 
| maintaing the Poor out - of their- hard Labour; for whoſe maintenance the 
| Corporation receive ſo great an Income, which your Worſhips by way ot t 
* Anfwer propoſed in lieu of Ponndage. ; 
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.- To the Second, You were pleaſed to Anſwer, That there was no AR of 
Parliament to compel Straingers to take Pilots, neither could you by your” 
Charter force them ſo to do. Whereas there 'is nothing more Expreſly 
taken care off by the Charter than the Pilorage, which orders no Straingers to! 
Pilot Ships; but that the Maſter, Wardens, and Aſſiſtants, ſhall appoint Pi- 
lots to Altens'Ships, with a Power of Rating ſuch Pilotage. And the better 
to. effeCt this; Grants a Power to them to ſlop, and-keep back Ml Udnlicenſed® 
Pilots, .and to Licence ſufficient Pilots - which are 'to- be admitted into the! 
Brotherhood. ; And further do [Impower-the Maſter, Wardens, ahd Afiiſtanrs,' 
and Elder Bretheren, To puniſh ſuck Oengers-by 1mpriſonment,' or Fine; or! 
by both, according to there Diſcfetions. - Therelore ſuch extraordinary Care" 
being taken, 'That no Foreigners, or Unlicenſed'Petrfons ſhould Pilot; as well 
for the Strength and Satery of the Kingdom, ' as the more immediate /Preſer-- 
vation of the Navy Royal, of which ' your Petitioners have- the pirticular 
Charge. * Your Petitioners  cannot- acquit the right”6f Pilotage, eſpecially ' 
conſidering the-Inconveniencies rthey-1y under, tn ribt- being uſed” to the” 
North Channel, in which your Worſhips'ſuffer Straingers to rs nagey 
to. the Charter. And, yet, can find''a"Law to ſtop 'them' whenthey will” 
not. Pay. you. ſo.much, !as they are by you rated'{' which is'\SitOvr Seven 
times more than an Engliſh Man.) -Not only to'ybtif'Periticntts? and" their! 
Families loſs, but even to the hazzard of your Petitioners lives, if any of 
his Majeſties Ships ſhould in the North Channel, under their Charge be loſt. 
All which- Orders, Conſtitutions, -and- Ordinane& ''in the Oltarter, every 
Member: of. the . Corporation, as well -Elder, as-Y'6unger Bretheren, are by 
their Oaths well and truly. to hold -and-keep, 0197 


To what you were pleaſed to alledge of the Alliances with Foreign Na- 
tzons, your; Petitioners Anſwer, That wi all Foreign Countries, as Denmark, 
Sweedland, Holland, &c. no Perſon is permitted to Pilot a Ship, but the Pi- 
lots of their own Nation ; the Maſters of our Ships being by them forced 
to make uſe off, and Pay their Pilots. 


Your Petitioners further (hew, That Exceſſive Rates are ſet upon and 

taken of Straingers, for Duties ( out of which, they are informed, an Allow- 
ance is made to the Maſters, Straingers for their own Pilotage ) which is 
received by ſome of the < orporation, as well the Elder, as the Younger Bre- 
theren ( as is called for Turns ) and not wholly applied to the maintenance of 
the Poor, for whom they are Truſtees. If therefore theſe Turns were abro- 
gated, and no more then double Duties taken of Straingers, as the Right is, 
and that rightly applied, The Poor would be better maintained, accordi 
to the intent of the Charter; and your Petitioners would be readily imploy* 
by Foreigners to Pilot their Ships, which would not only obviate your Wor- 
ſhips Objetion for the maintenance of the Poor, but be a great Encourage- 
ment to your Petitioners, as well as an Improvement of their Skil in the 
North Channel, for the benefit of the Kipgdom, in the increaſe and welfare 
of Navegation, and an Honeſt maintenance for them and their Families ; 
whereas under theſe Preſſures, they now labour under, many of them are 
ſcarce able to get Bread for their Families ; and are rather Obje&ts of the 
Corporations Charity than in the leaſt meaſure fit to allow any thing out of 
their labour to the Poor. k 


That your Petitioners aſter the delivery of their Petition, were threat 
to have their Warrants taken from them, when no Diſability, or Misfeazance 


in their Pilotage was pretended ; and they having the particular Charge, - 
we 


well of the Navy Royal, as the Marchant Ships, whereby the Strength of 
the Nation, the King's Cuſtoms, and. the Trade of the Nation-are fe- 
cured and preſerved. They do conceive, and are-adviſed, unleſs ſuch juſt 
Cauſe be, they cannot Lawfully be diſcharged of ny whereb 

the Kirig and Marchants will be deſtiture of Skilful Pilots. I 


\ Your Petitioners on their delivery of the Petition, did aſſure themſelves off 
an effectual redreſs of the Preſſures they then Complained off ;. bur inſtead! 
thereof, receiving an Uncertain and -Untelligible Anſwer, and being threac- 
ned to have their Warrants taken from them ; and your Clerk taking upori! 
him to tell the Perſon that delivered their Petition, That he never: 
have Right done him in that Houſe. Do find themſelves Obliged, | to.layi 
this there Caſe now in ſhort before you, to prevent their ſetting forththele, 
and other their Grievances to the High Court of Parliament, which your 
Petitioners are averſe to Romy wg to publiſh the private Advantages, 
that are made by ſome of the Elder Bretheren ( excepting the Nobility, 
Sir Matthew 4: ha and ſome few others ) which Advantages and Turns 
Chlndes of theſe oe Pilecing Serningers Ships And the Corporninn take 
Obſtacles of their not Piloti ingers Ships. And t ion being” 
Truſtees for the Poor, may be accountable for what they have ſo Ty 
for ſome Years paſt, and the ſame now rightly applied. 


Your Petitioners do therefore Humbly Pray your Honors, and 
Worſhips to take their Petition, and this their Caſe into your 
Conſideration, and relieve them therein, | 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever- Pray, @c. 
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